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Tha thﬂmm Waliad Garden was ‘adopled”’ iwo vears ago by a group of local voluntasrs u'ﬂunmnen [+
beimg o back wio ugeful service. In Augus! this yaar (he Voice was kindly (nviled fo have & look af ihe won-
derfu! progress mads by the Bohemia Walled Garden Associalon. We were kindly shown around by Bob
Harl and Sus Thomson. AV the picturas are by Sin Boskur! (unlass otharwise stalad),

hn firsl thing thal strikes a visdar (o the walled

gardan 5 how neal and lidy evarything looks

Such a change from just bwo shor years ago:
all the scrub, brugh and weeds have gone (well, mosl
ol them) and have been replaced with lawns, flower
beds, vegelable palches, a beehive, composiers,
gheds and . . . scaracrows. I's a wonderful frnbule o
whal hard work, boundless enthiusiasm and dogged
determination can achieve. Congrajulations 0 Sue,
Bob and the feam.

LAWMN The walled garden now boasis a very pleas:
ant lawn; § is used 3% a greeimgs area near |he
entrante and lor sofial events and can accomma-
dale a large marguee. A ol of very hard work wenl
into praparing the lawn ared’ it was a mass of langled
brambles and yound oak, sycamore & Disch rees
Once cleanad of vagetalion, tha ground had to be dug
over gevaral imes o rid the soil of weeds & tangled
roais, It was then levelled wilh spades and rakes ...
and linally slrewn wilh grass seed. Amoang the many
plants spolbed on our tour were giant {126 sunibow.
&rs, sweel cormn, spinach, poppy, rudbeckia, cosmos,
beetrool and chard, rhebarty, SQuash, sirgwbenres
and oragans

24

COMPOSTERS Thare are many diflerent designs of
compogiers around the gardan jarample below) A
special composter uses comfrey leaves which are
grown in the garden, A mysterious green cons which
lpoks ke an upturnad bucket, is in fact a compaosier
which will tackle cooked food — when we opened il for
a look, a hundred lies llew oul. There's a4 wormery
which consisls ol a small slack ol plastic trays: tha
worms Inve on kilchen wasie and old fconl o 24)
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Bohemia Walled Garden

St Pouls Schaol and 5 Mary, Siar of ibe Sea bollh vse the  Sally Mick renis a smali plal, even thouvgh she's gol & house
parden: pach hag a J0m? plol. We counfed no less fhan givr  with & parden "8 jusi s much eagior o grow &fulf here -
scarecrows in the garden - mesi are made by chigren and  my gardaen ai home is shaded, here everything jusi shoois

pe the pardes 8 frondly fesl Arbough D Er0WE Woss g, I iry o got here at lpast once 8 wook™. Thero are about
soen, Bue Thomgon says “Unforiungiely the scarecrows 40 individugl plols, from 7 fo 20 sgquare melres. Users pay
have nel kepl the pigeons oul”. E1 por sguare metre per year. The membors of ilve BWGA

hawa Mgir own palch which & worked by gnypong and every-
gne for ihe benpfil of the frLi i Unforiunate Iy, &l pregenl,
fera gre ng spaceas e, bul heses 18 8 h':lli'lrlﬂ Lgl Manay
frgm Pl renis § wsed [0 pay Ihe maprance, i,

The slave trade

he walled garden iwriies Bob Hari) was onginal-
Iy used mainly as a [ garden with vegetables
being grown ko & separaie arca above the gorden,
Squash Pappy ncarer the original house. [ believe there wsed tis be
greenhoures near the present Homiye Park Sports

Centre's all=-weénther patch. On the inside of 1he walled
3.u:|'|:|1;'n nre @ hoge nomber of motol eyes and c¥ven vome
remaining wire — gsed for trmining reit-heanng bushes,

The Brisco family was connected with Summerficlds
and Bohemia House. They were very wealthy, their
money coming from the slave irade: Wasiel Brisco had
SO0 regisiered slaves, all working on sugar plamtations
at 5t Kitis in the Caribbean. The Brisco family original-
Iy had a family scat at Crofon Hall, Thershy in
Cumberland that was owned without a sabe for 500
years. The jurior branch of the family came o Sussex,
and Bohemia House (Summerficlds Howse) ai Bohemin
& Coghurst Hall st Ivy Howse Lane, were their estates
im this area, This branch of the Brisco family passed on
withasil izswe and several arg burked at Church-ip-the-
Wood. Qiher Brisco family, up o the %ih Baronei.
became farmers i Mew Zealand and the USA.

Ualike other wealthy (amilics, like Brassey & Morth,
they did not contiibute to the guality of life of local
preaple and the number of kegal dispales recorded most
have taken up a lol of time. The closure of the fosipath

: LI 5 =5 st -
During a Hentage Open Day Lesley Bruce in vegelable froem the lowa lo the hoose and an crection of o wall ks
a piraie gcarecrow decidod palch. Courgelies, rwnner keep owl the oill=rafl  was ivpical, Cne of the last o

8 give g g pols far 5 B bagns, strawbarrmds, onions, sUrvive was Ssrah Brisco who did make o nomber of
of pole-denchng and have & SWeelcornd, Fedow wWie foma- small bequests of @ fow thousand pownds o local chari-
whiri with 8 BWGA membar. 1008, red lomaices. 8quash. | ,hle arganisations out of her £161.507 gross cstate in

Michel Guilip, Doolrae! and rgond BeEans Tl
fakoio: Venosas Seundears] wass ai) 8885 on o viEl
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Bohemla Walled Garden
(hom o 28

newspaper, producing a liquid manure which drips
down iy & colecing fray af ihe botiom. The ligquid is
spread on the garden as lertilizer. There are several
woodan composiers and a lew plastic ones. There's
also a large wira cage lor lallen leaves. The compost:
ing site/paraphernalia was paid lor by a £500 grant
from the ESCC, o support responzible use of natural
resources and recycling.

URINAL Bob is keen io see 3 simple unnal astab-
lished in tha southeas! corner ol the gardan (the
prevaling wind is wesbetly ), "0 be simplicdy itsell”
gaye Bob, "a pile of straw behind & plain privacy
screen; men wil pee directly onto the straw, womaean
can usa ‘pas-mates’, ke the ones used at lesiivals™
Periodically siraw 5 added bo the compast malarial,
Sue added “Initsally we had wanted a compasling ol
lai, which would require considarable planning &
gxpense. Than we considered the siraw bale option,
Ot mos! récan] idea 5 10 have a scradn and simply
uEe a buckel. This way every user would be respon-
gible lor theamsaivas, by emplying tha Iquid conltants
dirgctly onio some composling vagalalion. Althouwgh
[he siraw is Qood in principle, i requires Some meam-
bar to fefmave i & position i onlo the compasl Any
volunteers?" Alter a Fvely commillee meeling in
Augus!, a compromise was reached: thers wil be
bath a bake of straw and a buckel = whal a rekel,

WALLS A large hole has been bricked wp by HBG,
bul a missing section ol wall in the soulh-eas! cofner
has not yei been attended to. The cost ol repair of the
wall, reguiring 10,000 bricks, is estimated as at least
E70,000 including YAT and a contingency sum. This
gection is houghl lo have been broughl down in 1DE7
by & [alen ree, durning the graal stosm. The lampo-
rary ‘Heras' lencing seems o be doing a good job,
kégping oul thoss who have no bBusingss in the gar
den. Bob: "Aboul a year &go, some vandals broke in
mnd stale B law ools and searecrows — now Lhe lence
has bean strengthened and we don't keep any lools
ar anylhing of value on the sia”

FWGEA secrolany Swe
Thomson cofschng beans

Jot Mymphnas (feff) and
BWaA chavman Bob Hanl

The Bohemia Walled Garden Apzociation
MembBarahip ol tha BWGEA & rgd,. Bud Thomgon [(bokagmi-
wagal yahoo co wk). Bob Hart (07434 720993 07712
91315 bob heni@yahoo.Couk), Bohemia Walled
Garden Association o/o Bohemin Vilage Wame, 7.
Bobemia Apad, 51 Leonards. Sussex. THAT BRJ

www bohamawoa weebly com

il

Arae 8 weeding. Nole e read goreen i ME chnamn g

baded & working Edoling. ThE Soas Afvd S880 Sredn I

shallered 550! in e cormes, which & el Bo hol o 2aposed

io wings. The screen loroes re Beres o Ny vp & oul, abowe

the heros of people. Siaters Rebacca ang Leome Nolan
ook aer tha Basd

cpnvemenily sipafed sl outsade fre enirgnce o e g
den, There aré aige a couple of ahinds ia e garden and
feuh -l frgem ihade 8 colgdlad it & pak of ahGe Baks

AR A

Dxmais () with Cindg M, Npde e mew Jechon of specal
Iy e meouided coping sidnes replaced by Boaker 4 Bes!
commasoned by HEC) Wiloul thve coping stones, e
wal guichly becomes JamBged Mrough fin
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